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wild with terror. It declared that four French
corps, headed in all probability by Napoleon him-
self, were marching on Wittenberg and that he
Bernadotte, had taken the resolution to recross the

Elbe:

->

I have not a single moment to lose! I am hastening
the march of my troops in order, if possible, to make
the crossing without disaster. The Tsar Alexander
has informed me that you will execute my commands
[my commands!] if you see the necessity. I beg you
to regard the present writing as a summons to join me
with as many of your forces as possible.

Blucher, with no means of knowing what truth
there was in Bernadotte's statements, was out-
raged and surprised but at the same time in a
quandary as never before. The moment of
moments that he had longed for and worked for
was at hand, and yet he was called upon to reverse
all his plans and turn his back on Leipzig. If the
information of which Bernadotte seemed so sure
was true, if Napoleon was on the point of crossing
the Elbe with his forces at Wittenberg, it might
mean that the French Emperor intended to march
down the stream on the further bank, then to
recross and come round in the rear of Blucherfs
own army. Or again it might mean that Na-
poleon was merely seeking to lure both Bernadotte
and Blucher across the Elbe where he would leave
them, out of harm's way, and then, destroying the
bridges behind him, make for the Bohemian army.